Chairman`s Report

April 2009

Totley Residents have had an exceptionally busy year. Committee Members ,all volunteers, have, over the last year dealt with an increasing workload, partly generated by our desire to improve life in our community, but also in response to attend a variety of meetings organised by the Council and many other organisations within the city. Attendance at these meetings is necessary to make sure Totley residents do not miss out on something of importance.

Highway problems continue to cause concern for local people.

After a long wait, double yellow lines were put in place at the Mickley Lane  / Baslow Road Junction,but they appear to have been painted the wrong way round !

It is still very difficult to pull out of Mickley Lane because of parked vehicles blocking the view.

The situation is being monitored.

As last year, I must report there is yet another  delay about the bus shelters. 

It has been agreed the shelter opposite Laverdene Road and  Marstone Crescent near the lights will be turned round. The new one at Glover Road will be put in place, hopefully in May or June.

There are still major worries about the speed of traffic on Baslow Road.

The 97 bus route will shortly terminate at  Broad Car, the end of Gillfield Wood 

The erection of  so many new lights was an unwelcome surprise  to many and resulted in  a petition to the Council and the formation of  SPACE , Sheffield and Peak Against City Encroachment.

Space  is new campaigning group which aims to protect the green borders of Sheffield.

TRA, Dore Village Society, Friends of Blackamoor have now been joined by Bradway Action Group, many other groups  in the city have expressed support.

The Totley History Group has had a successful year.

We have felt our way through the first year, helped by Professor Mel Jones. He and his wife gave us an insight into how the group might evolve. We enjoyed two interesting walks around Totley led by Rony  Robinson,  Jimmy  Martin and Sue Scattergood.

We also enjoyed the visit fromYorkshire Archives.

Members have now divided into interest groups and are busily looking into various aspects of Totley History.

We also looked at the  Totley Conservation Area.

There are concerns about the School House on Totley Hall Lane; owned by the Council it requires £30,000 spending on it and will probably be put up for auction.

The Chairobic group continues to meet on a weekly basis, numbers fluctuate as members visit hospital or go for operations.

Our second 
Festival, sporting a green theme, was again a success in spite of the weather,this time we were nearly blown away. The first thing The Lord Mayor, Councillor Jane Bird did on arrival to open the festival was to remove her hat.

Once again we would like to thank Escafeld Brass Band  and the Norfolk Park Majorettes,for our entertainment. The music truck again, gave  an opportunity to    budding musicians.

As last year, local churches and Cherry Tree  provided us with food and drink.

Thanks to the organising committee and the team of helpers on the day. 

Thanks also to the Area Panel and Council Events Team for help with funding.

Following a walk round Green Oak Park to stimulate ideas for the future, the Festival

gave everyone the opportunity to have their say and put down suggestions for the park, on paper.

There was another opportunity at Totley Show in September.

The suggestions and ideas put forward have now been collated to form a Master Plan.

Meetings between TRA and Parks and Countryside have moved the ideas forward into the Action Plan. This will develop and evolve over time.

Already maintenance in the park has improved , the stream area has been cleared, the flower beds have been re - designed, fruit trees planted, diseased  trees felled and new     ones planted.

Children from Totley County and All Saints Schools came to help with  planting eight new trees.

They were helped by Shaffaq Mohammed ,Cabinet Member for Climate Change and the Environment and Mary Bagley, Director of Parks and Countryside.

Mary was delighted with the improvement in our park.

Thanks to Jerry Gunton ,Androo Thornton and Green Estates who helped make the tree planting a success.

This is just the beginning of the work which will take place in the park, there is much more to come, re-furbish the buildings for multi community use , up grade the childrens playground, put  in attractive play equipment in place for teenagers,the list goes on. 

Regular meetings  are already taking  place to move the Action Plan forward.

Totley Show organised by Jennie Street was very successful.

We were blessed by wonderful weather, lots of entries, lots of people, lots of  stalls and lots of helpers. 

It was lovely to see so many children, Jennie`s visit to school assemblies had certainly  encouraged them to enter.

Thanks to Jennie and the team for the hard work, it was a lovely social ,community afternoon for everyone.

Now to green matters.

Residents waiting for allotments will hopefully soon be rewarded for their patience, arrangements for a new site in Totley are nearing completion.

We must thank Christine Shimell for organising the bulb planting teams in the Autumn and those who helped to plant them.

They looked stunning this Spring,what a pity a few individuals did their best to destroy them.

Following the success of the planters at Totley County School last Summer, planters for five locations in Totley are being prepared. Seeds are already sown and will soon be planted.

Thank you to Christine for organising this

Jennie Street arranged another successful Open Garden Weekend, thanks to Jennie and those who opened their gardens for us to visit.

The money raised was split between T17 and Green Oak Park . 

Finally I would like to thank all the Committee members who work so hard  throughout the year, Marlene Marshall for acting as my deputy,Norman Rolfe for looking after our finances, Betty Higgins for keeping the minutes, Russell Hague for looking after planning matters, Ian Clarke and John Perkinton for the Independent and John Beazer for the website.

I would also like to thank Rebecca Maddox the South West Area Co-ordinator, the Police,  our Councillors and Council Officers for their help during the last year.

We hope to carry on into next year, with the aim of improving our community for Totley residents.  

Avril Critchley

Chairman

