Dore and Totley Ward Forum

2nd December 2009

1.  Introduction

The first Ward Forum for Dore and Totley was held last Wednesday, 2nd December.

The Assembly will recall that this concept was suggested by the principal community groups in Dore and Totley (Bradway Action Group, the Dore Village Society and the Totley Residents Association) as an alternative to the appointment of Community Representatives to serve on the Partner Panel.  The idea was to rely instead on our elected representatives to perform this function, potentially all 12 Ward Councillors covering the South West Community Assembly area.  

Although the Chair of the Assembly, Councillor Reynolds, expressed his willingness to explore such an arrangement, in the event only the Councillors and Community Groups in the Dore and Totley Ward opted to pursue it at this stage.  In effect, therefore, the meeting last week was in the nature of a pilot to demonstrate what might be achieved.

2.  Proceedings / Issues Raised

It was pleasing that around 35 members of the public attended, plus Councillors Ross and Davis (Councillor Hill was unfortunately away on holiday), together with Tammy Barrass and Matthew Rush.  I chaired the meeting on behalf of Bradway Action Group.  The intention is that future meetings will be managed by the Totley Residents Association , the Dore Village Society and Bradway Action Group in rotation.

Altogether eleven separate matters of concern were raised:

1. Emptying and Return of Commercial Waste Bins at Totley Rise Shops

2. Planning Application for Waste Incinerator at Sheepbridge, Chesterfield

3. Traffic in Bradway

4. Traffic and Safety Issues on Baslow Road / Abbeydale Road South

5. Parking in front of Shops

6. Youth Crime / Antisocial Behaviour

7. New Allotments in Totley

8. Community Hall for Totley

9. Allocation of Grants / Funding

10. Closure of Abbeydale Grange School

11. Extension of footway along Totley Brook Road

The nature of each of these concerns is described in more detail in the report now offered to the Assembly.  In two cases, further information is given in Appendices.  These are: Item 4: “Traffic and Safety Issues on Baslow Road / Abbeydale Road South”, where a most comprehensive report has been prepared by Sally Goldsmith, and Item 11: “The Extension of the Footway along Totley Brook Road”, which was raised at the Ward Forum in the form of a petition and is hereby passed on for consideration accordingly.

We were grateful that, in the case of ongoing issues, Councillors Ross and Davis responded by outlining the current situation to the best of their knowledge.

3.  What Happens Next?

Normally, the intention would be for the Ward Forum to meet six weeks before the Community Assembly, so that matters raised can be passed to the Assembly for consideration via the Partner Panel.  This timescale could not be achieved on this first occasion, but it was felt more important to make progress by holding a meeting as soon as possible rather than wait until after Christmas.  However, having now held this first meeting, it is not now proposed to hold a further Ward Forum until 17th March 2010, i.e., six weeks prior to the Assembly meeting on 28th April.  This is on the basis that to meet the normal timetable for the Assembly meeting on 24th February, it would mean having a Ward Forum on 13th January, clearly far too soon after the first one. 

We therefore respectfully request that

1. The Partner Panel be asked to consider its response to the issues raised at the Dore and Totley Ward Forum on 2nd December when it meets on 27th January, and,

2. The Community Assembly provide some initial feedback at its meeting on 24th February.

Peter Stubbs

Chairman, Bradway Action Group, 

(on behalf of the Ward Forum for Dore and Totley)   

DORE AND TOTLEY WARD FORUM

Issues raised on 2nd December 2009

1.  Emptying and Return of Commercial Waste Bins at Totley Rise Shops

A local resident complained of being woken at 6.00am by the shopkeepers putting out the waste bins for collection, and then often having to put up with them not being returned for several days.  Can the City Council intervene to broker a better arrangement between the shopkeepers and the waste disposal contractors?

2.  Planning Application for Waste Incinerator at Sheepbridge, Chesterfield

In view of the potential effect of possible toxic emissions on people living in Sheffield, a local resident wondered if the City Council had expressed a view on the application, and if not, why not?  It was reported that both Chesterfield Borough Council and the North East Derbyshire District Council had opposed the application, but that the final decision, due to be taken in January, rested with Derbyshire County Council.

3.  Traffic in Bradway

A further update of progress on the Bradway Traffic Action Plan was requested.  In particular, the City Council was asked to clarify its position on the introduction of 20mph zones without associated traffic calming in view of a recent change in the regulations.  Frustration was also expressed about the continuing confusion that exists regarding priorities at Tinker’s Corner and the apparent reluctance of City Council officers to do anything about it.  Another worrying aspect of Tinker’s Corner is the number of horses ridden by young girls that attempt to negotiate the junction.  Warning signs are urgently needed to alert motorists to this situation.

4.  Traffic and Safety Issues on Baslow Road / Abbeydale Road South

There are a number of concerns that need looking at holistically to devise a robust solution for the corridor as a whole.  These have been identified following a modest consultation exercise with local people.  A detailed report has been prepared by Sally Goldsmith.  This is attached at Appendix A.

5.  Parking in front of Shops

In order to increase the turnover of spaces, parking in front of shops should be limited to a maximum of 2 hours between the hours of 9.00am and 6.00pm.  This restriction is needed in all village centres.

6. Youth Crime / Antisocial Behaviour

The main concern here is inadequate police resourcing and sometimes poor communication between different parts of the police service.  The officers themselves provide a sterling service, but are overstretched and poorly supported.  It is vital the police box on Totley Brook Road is kept for the policing of Dore and Totley as the area now has only one PC.  The lack of common boundaries and the unclear relationship between NAGs  / PACTs  and the Community Assemblies / Partner Panels make for considerable confusion.  It is imperative that the City Council and the Police Service address these problems and present a more obvious united front.

7.  New Allotments in Totley

A good deal of concern was expressed over the way this matter had been handled, with a number of local people convinced that the apparently preferred Mickley Lane site was inappropriate and that their views had been ignored.  They want to know why the alternative Totley Hall Lane site was rejected.  Many were ignorant of the proposals altogether.  Officers explained that to date only potential users had been canvassed, and that their response had been overwhelmingly in favour.  The next stage would be to consult the community more widely.  Only by ensuring that this process is robust and transparent, with due regard being paid to addressing any adverse consequences, will faith in the proposal be restored.

8.  Community Hall for Totley

For over 30 years, local people have been trying without success to secure a Community Hall for Totley.  Currently, the main focus of attention is to refurbish the building in Green Oak Park.  Some people were angry that the proceeds of the sale of the Old School House on Totley Hall Lane had not been allocated for this purpose as they had expected.  To avoid any further misunderstandings, an agreed strategy for refurbishing the building needs to be developed.

9.  Allocation of Grants / Funding

There was a complaint about the short notice usually given to Community Groups about the availability of grants of various kinds.  There was also concern that the £25k provided for small highway schemes in 2009-10 had been allocated by the local ward councillors without further consultation.  Councillors explained that all the schemes chosen had been requested by the public over the years, and that as the money had to be spent by the end of March, a decision had to be made quickly.  This explanation was accepted, but the expectation was expressed that the process would be more open and transparent in 2010-11.

10.  Closure of Abbeydale Grange School

There was concern that there had been no public debate on the effect of this closure on local schools, particularly King Ecgbert’s.

11.  Extension of footway along Totley Brook Road

A petition containing 62 signatures calling for an extension to the footway along Totley Brook Road opposite King Ecgbert’s School, to create a safer journey to and from school for Dore School children, was handed to the chairman.  It is included as Appendix B.

