Totley History Group

Totley Library

Wednesday 13 February 2008

Present: 
Avril Critchley, Chair TRA



Marlene Marshall, TRA



Marlene Cope, Dore Oral History Group



24 local residents  

Introduction
Avril welcomed everyone to the 2nd meeting of the Totley History Group. Avril informed the group that Brian Edwards was very ill and in hospital, the group wished him well. 

Avril fed back to the group that a few people had attended the Sheffield archives talk on “Exploring local History” at Ecclesall Library on 30 January 2008, which had been very informative. It was agreed that full feedback would be presented at the next months meeting. Action: Avril 

It was agreed that keeping Totley informed about the work of the group was very important and a précis of the work would appear in the Totley Independent and on the website. Action: Moira and Avril 

Avril welcomed Maureen Cope from the Dore Oral History Group who had kindly agreed to speak about how Dore had established and maintained their work.

Maureen Cope 

Maureen informed the group that the Dore Oral History Group had been established in the run up to the millennium, when the decision had been made to do a play about the old school. They applied to the Lottery Heritage Fund for a grant and part of the conditions of receiving the money was that they had to undertake oral history. 

They used some of the grant money to be trained in interview and recording techniques. They received the training from a local representative of the Oral History Society. 

Maureen informed the group that because they had the focus of the play, which was about the Old School, it had helped maintain the momentum and enthusiasm. They interviewed local people about their memories of Dore and in particular about the Old School. They became hooked about what people told them as they held a wealth of information that is generally not known or recorded anywhere. They discovered that people not only shared their memories but gave them old postcards and photographs, which they have subsequently used in displays. 

After the millennium play the group met, discovered that there was still a lot of interest in the Oral History and that local people still had a lot to tell them. So they decided to keep going and now have a waiting list of people to interview. 

They now have an annual open day where the work of the group is displayed. A local Dore resident had written a book incorporating some of the Oral History material and the Oral History Group had produced a pamphlet on their work.

Whenever they display the work they have a listening room so that people can hear the recorded material and they have also put extracts onto the website. 

Things to consider: 

· Elderly people need to be encouraged to speak – build up a good rapport

· Think carefully about what you are going to do with the collected material – archive but also need to think about sharing them via a display/website.

· What resources you will need for running a successful oral history group. This will include digital recoding equipment, trained interviewers, transcribers, typists and people who understand the technology.

· How are you going to fund the work – money will be required to pay for training, recording equipment, professional exhibition stand. Need to think creatively about which grant-making bodies should be approached to support the work. There is a Funding Forum meeting at the Town Hall on March 13 should anyone be interested. Action: All to note
Finally, Maureen informed the group that she was more than happy to advise/share the experiences of the Dore History Group and that further advice can also be sought from the Oral History Society website www.ohs.org.uk  

Avril, on behalf of the Totley History Group thanked Maureen for her very interesting talk. 

Next Meeting:

Wednesday March 12th, 7pm at the Totley Library. 

