Totley History Group

Totley Library

Wednesday 14 May 2008

Present: 16 members 

Business Items: 

Footpath by Cross Scythes: Avril informed the group that someone had contacted her about the path and remembers it well. Duncan will follow up. 








Action: Duncan

Cricket Inn Fields: Avril requested that if anyone had old photographs of the fields it would help with a current issue.








Action: All to note
Greenoak Park: Avril informed the group that the council were undertaking a briefing in the Library on Wednesday 21 May in the Library and then conducting a site visit. People are encouraged to attend. 








Action: All to note
June Totley History Group - If the weather is fine Jim and Rony will lead the group on a circular walk. Please meet in the Library at 7.30pm








Action: All to note
Model for running the group – Rony suggested that the group could invite a speaker for half the meeting and then follow it up with a catch up of the work of the group. This was agreed as a model that could be adopted for the group in the autumn. Rony to approach Mel Jones about speaking to the group in the autumn, however there could be a small charge, which the group agreed to pay for. 








Action: Rony 

Radio Sheffield – Rony informed the group that Radio Sheffield has a range of old films that can be accessed by communities. Andy Kershaw could come out and show them to the group. It was agreed that this would be a good idea and it could be widely publicised locally. 








Action: Rony 

History of Totley Updates: 
Victoria Gardens – Marlene had been in contact with Sheila Hobson, who is writing a pamphlet with Brian Edwards about the gardens. Sheila and her mother remember a lot about Totley - It was agreed that Sheila would be invited to a meeting to share her local knowledge. Her mother could possibly be interviewed as part of the Oral History work. 





Action: Marlene to invite Sheila to a future meeting

Totley Tunnel Navvies– Difficulty finding information in Sheffield – suggested that people go to Matlock archives as they have a lot of information there. 

Totley Commune – John Ruskin was convinced by a number of local Totley people to purchase St George’s Farm, off Mickley Lane in 1876 as an experiment to see whether you could successfully run a commune. They tried to develop a fruit farm and botanical gardens. It was largely unsuccessful and people fell out. It folded in the mid 1880s.  

Prehistoric Fern – Alan shared with the group a root section of a fern that was discovered in 2004/05 on Aldam Road. The root was 17metres long and was carbon dated as being 300 million years old.

Greenoak Inn -Vincent has been trying to discover more about the missing pub – Greenoak Inn. The deeds have been given to Brian Edwards and therefore not available at the moment. However, it was built in 1839 and the landlord was Mr Vicars (a farmer) who appeared to run it until 1850 when he returned to farming. The Inn then reverted to being a family home. The inn was situated where the Ironing Parlour, Office and Roses are currently. 

Cross Scythes – There is still little information about Americans being based at the Cross Scythes though members of the group have heard of recuperating Americans and Canadians going to the Cross Scythes. 

Oral History – Group informed that there was an opportunity to access funds to support this work. Moira to contact Maureen Cope regarding what funding was required to set up a successful project. 







Action: Moira

Clarion Ramblers Books – A number of these books were shared with the group. These were published annually between 1906 and the 1960’s and are full of local information. 

G.H.B Ward– Avril informed the group that Holmesfield Village Society had approached TRA about providing a potted history of Totley. They have received money from the Ramblers Association to celebrate the life of G.H.B Ward and because of his link to Totley they have asked us to produce a 200 word plotted history including some photographs. Avril had asked Duncan to do for the TRA. 

Census – Ian informed the group that he has the complete census for 1841. Sue will bind it for the group.

Date and Time of Next Meeting

Totley Library on Wednesday 11 June at 7.30pm 

