Totley History Group

Totley Library

Wednesday 17 January 2008

Present: 
Avril Critchley, Chair TRA



Marlene Marshall, TRA



Brian Edwards, Local historian



30 local residents  

Introduction:

Avril Critchley welcomed everyone to the inaugural meeting of the Totley History Group and hoped that it would be able to produce an historical picture of Totley. 

It was agreed that meetings would be held monthly in the Totley Library, however, Avril informed the meeting that Sheffield City Council, after this initial meeting would charge the group £6 to use the Library for its meetings. Action: Avril to book Library for meetings.
It was agreed that members of the group would pay 50p per person to cover these costs. Norman Rolfe kindly agreed to become treasurer of the group. Action: All to note

Moira Coad agreed to take notes of the meetings. Action: Moira Coad

A chair of the group would be agreed at the next meeting. Action: If anyone would like to take this on then please let Avril know. 

Avril informed the meeting that Sheffield archives was holding a talk on “Exploring local History” at Ecclesall Library on 30 January 2008 between 2.00 and 3.00pm. Anyone interested in attending should call 0114 2037222 to book a place. Action: All to note

Avril introduced Brian Edwards, a local historian, who was going to talk about what information was already available and suggest ways of getting started. 

Brian Edwards 

The meeting established that the purpose of the group was to expand upon and record the historical information about Totley, which could be archived properly for the benefit of the local population. The group is not about family histories. Action: All to note. 

Brian explained that Totley had a wealth of historical information, which goes back as far as AD41, though the best documents are from the 16 Century, and suggested that subject areas could be the starting point for the group. There is a lot of existing information, which needs to be brought together, researched and expanded upon to form a better picture. For example subject areas could include the following:

· Old Hay was a hive of industry 
· Summer Lane file industry; 
· Tall clock case production: 
· Totley Bents paper mill; 
· Production of flax/linen; Wool 
· Farming  
· Totley Brook Estate
It was agreed that working parties would be established to work on subject areas. Brian agreed to produce a draft of possible subject areas. Action: Brian to produce a list

Post Meeting Note

Volunteers have come forward for the following areas: 

Christine Shinwell - local Linen and wool production. 

Moira Coad - Totley Brook Estate

Ann Lee – Totley Tunnel 

Brian has an archive of information, which can be used by the group and has produced a Totley History CD, which he kindly offered to arrange a few copies to be made to support the group’s work. Once the working groups are set up they can arrange with Brian to look at the information he has on their particular subject matter. 

Brian suggested that the History Group might want to produce an annual booklet, which could chart the work of the group and also include a calendar of speakers or topics to be covered in the meetings. 

Information sources and tips. 

· Always source your information

· Brian Edwards Drawings of Historic Totley, Totley History CD

· Totley Library 

· Sheffield Archives has deeds and other information

· Coping old documents is expensive – Brian can help with a few tricks if required

· Public Office Matlock 

· Local studies offices in Sheffield and Matlock

Oral History

It was agreed that Rony Robinson and Maureen Cope from Dore would be invited to talk to the History Group about how to go about this in more detail. Action: Brian and Avril 

Post Meeting Note

Maureen Cope is willing to come to speak to the group at the next meeting about how she established and delivered Oral History in Dore. 

Next Meeting

Wednesday 13 February at 7pm at Totley Library. 

