Green Oak Park Trees

Those of you who visit the park regularly will have seen  the Parks and Countryside Team have been very busy clearing away old shrubs and diseased trees from  the stream area and the shrubbery.

Many people have commented how much better the park looks already. Some of you  were also surprised to know there is a stream in the park. We plan to develop the stream area and put in new trees  and wild flowers.

We have met with Jerry Gunton the Tree Manager from Parks and Countryside.

With his expert help we have chosen nine new trees for the park.

I must apologies for using Latin names for the trees we will be planting, but not all trees have a common name. 

A Ginkgo biloba or Maidenhair tree will soon be planted not far away from the Indian Bean tree.

A Pyrus calleryana “Chanticleer” or Ornamental Pear  will also be planted in between the winter flowering cherry and the crab apple.

Two maples, acer campestre and acer cappadocicum will be planted on the corner near the flower beds.

Three Rowan trees , Sorbus Joseph Rock, Sorbus hupehensis and Sorbus commixta “Embley” will be planted near the childrens playground on the bank.

Two Silver Lime trees will be planted near the mature acers across the path from the childrens playground.

I thought it would be interesting to learn something about the trees we will soon have in the park.

Ginkgo Biloba (Maidenhair tree) is  a unique species of tree, a living fossil dating back 270 million years. It was thought to have been extinct in the wild, but is now known to grow in Eastern China.

It is a large tree with unique fan shaped leaves which turn a  bright buttery yellow in  Autumn.The tree adapts well to the urban environment and rarely suffers from disease problems or attacks from insects.

Four trees survived the Hiroshima atom bomb explosion and although charred soon recovered and are still alive today.

There is Ginkgo in The Botanical Gardens and a small one in my garden.

The Ornamental Pear is an unusual stately, deciduous ,thorny Chinese tree,inroduced to the West in 1908.

“Chanticleer” comes from America. It is very popular because of its terrific show of early spring blossom and brilliant red Autumn leaves. It has a tall spire-like shape and the ability to tolerate pollution, so is often grown in cities.

 The tree has been given the Award of Garden Merit by the Royal Horticultural Society.

In the next Totley Independent we will look at some of the other trees.

The maples -There are many different species. They are all very beautiful especially in the Autumn.

Acer campestre ,the field maple is native to England, but not found in Scotland or Ireland.The leaves turn  a clear yellow, but also red and golden brown.It tolerates drought,air pollution and soil compaction.The wood has been used for veneers, furniture and musical instruments.

It is a versatile, resilient and attractive tree.

Acer cappadocicum is a deciduous tree from China with beautiful winter bark.

The Rowans

Sorbus “Joseph Rock” -Chinese Moutain Ash is a spectacular tree introduced from China by the plant hunter Joseph Rock. It has lush green leaves that turn a fabulous blood red in Autumn.The yellow berries hang in large clusters.It is a glorious small tree.

Sorbus hupehensis , (Hupeh) Rowan comes from West China. It is a small columnar tree, introduced by the plant hunter Ernest Wilson.

The large leaves have a blue / green appearance when young which take on a fiery red and orange in Autumn. Masses of pretty white flowers are follwed by white / pink berries in Autumn.

Sorbus commixta “Embley” is a small tree, native to Japan, Korea and the far east of Russia. Pale flowers in early summer are followed by clusteres of glistening deep red berries.The leaves produce a spectacular display of red and gold.

Tilia tomentosa “Petiolaris”,  the weeping silver lime or Silver Linden.

The most graceful of all our large weeping trees,it grows very quickly and is resistant to aphids,and makes an  excellent tree for a park.

The flowers are scented and the dark green leaves are white and felty underneath. They shimmer in the wind. The tree comes from Eastern Europe and was introduced to Britain in 1767.

 Bees pollinate the flowers,but often die as the nectar is toxic to them. 

In Autumn the leaves turn a translucent gold.

The tree prefers a heavy ,damp soil, so should thrive in our park.

